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Chinese sale pf HUrllea to Saudi Arabia: Letter 
to PRC Foreign Minister " 



'Whether to'oign the attached letter, to PfcC foreign Minister 
Ku Xu.qian and approve the attached talk in* point 'for ua. b ) ■ 
MtKe Arnacost and Win Lord with th« Chin«a£, . ' ^ • 

jL\CKCRfrUNP ' - ' * 

. ■ Duc^ng'yoar March 5 dinner with rRC„*or«ion Miniiter fau : 
Xue/Han, you raised the i^ue of chinea* trwifi? o "as- 2 • 

. intermediate range baUI.tic ais»il«»- flRQM'o) to Saudi - 
^15;!:, . 9n ■ HinJ > t «- Hu.itpUid ttfat the PRC v voiild not 
transfer nuclear weapon* to third" countrlw? -in ttiuwnbe ; 

March IV The President and Sick-Hurphy have alao" raiaed thdfc 
vith th* SaudU flnd have rec,ived!a«.ur.nc"« tha* the • 
saudit viU. not^ftcquir.4 nuclear Veapon*'! ' • 

■•' ^elcctfe-ac tbea^aiisuranc.oa- a.rV,. ve' be-Ueve that theaojt ' 
lKi?°K^^ Ct thi *.d«volo.p^nt relate to the dtnl* C0 ' 

capable of d«liV«rin? .conyentional r cfaeofcalyoYi nufcaaar 
varhead.r The Chinee* sale.of "internedlaS*. ^Atitfi WiKtic" 
"i"Ues to Stud"! Arable. Ie/da,*cjd e d urgency tfafe*n*«d to ' 
establish a broader Interna aWl.^ijne controlling the ' 

better un^rttandin^^rchinffffi.^tti^ cn/thU natteY; uhlch 
Si th **U tin™' 1 * 1 ' f " r un ^ r . ni ^^P^f5 •■icr- ou* ^lati^nihi; h 

;\ u ^«f^he'i<!- circun«taV««V w«\con«ider If desi-ratrle'f or you 
to write- Foreign Minister .^to^aifcer^cut/©^ 
China 'a induction oMRBH'e into- the kiddle Eaet 2nd to' ur"« 
the prompt initiation-. oS" «;J>ore..orJ«ctive , >dUloqOrbetveen tia 

?n ^ntroj^ney fcfr* tr.rief.c of^ieaile ttchnolociea* Tnia 

tfniLxl states Deiwrtrncrit ofi&in "'" ^ . • 
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i 5j z> j e I c b r C a 
wo have p r e s o 
verili.atlcn 
i -at a 1 lat ions 
opposition to 
the ve::f ::a: 



In order 
ChLneac sale 
demarches her 
present your 
are. attachcM 



Jf :'Mr','tfi(. ^*£:.'o-. o; t.^.o Saudi r. t ao 1 -Sea , or. vh :c , 

C«clar*s to prcrvidc n<V.'jt lio that tha. Saudi 
rerrkln non-nuclear. .In light of atrong Saudi 
a verification regime, w e ae e no utility, in raising 

:cn iaeue with the Chinese at thic 1 1 nvj . . 

to denonatrate ,.the oeriouoneaq. with which -we vlew'che 
<5f mi sc 1 lea .-to Saudi Arabia, we propose -parallel . " 
e.by Mike ArTnacbat and in ffeiitng by win Lord to 
letter. Proposed talking pointy for those meetings 
at Tab 2 , ■" • ■ * . . • 



reccJhmenoatiohs 



1". That ypu clgn the attached letter at Tab 1 'to 'Foreign'. 
Minister Wu , jt^ . * . > ^ 

* * — * " • ■ . * 

2. That yq^i approve'^ he talking .point a. art Tab 2 for Mike and 
Witf Lord" to. use vi^-h the 'Chinese when delivering your letter.-^ 

. .Approve y -pisapprove . 



Attachments;, - 
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Tab.l - Letter to PRC Foreign Hlnlater wu Xueqian 
Tab 2 - Proposed Talking Points *" * 
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Chinese Sale of Missiles to Saudi Arabia: 
to PRC Foreign Minister 



Letter 



ISSUE FOR DECISION 

Whether to sign the attached letter to PRC Foreign Minister 
Wu Xueqian and approve the attached talking points for use by 
Mike Armacost and Win Lord with the Chinese, 

BACKGROUND 

During your March 6 dinner with PRC Foreign Hinister Wu 
Xueqian, you raised the issue of Chinese transfer of CSS-2 

intermed iate range ballistic missiles (IRBM's) to Saudi 

Arabia. I ~ " V J 




B1,A5,A3 



troublesome aspect of this development relates to the dangers 
inherent in the proliferation of ballistic missile systems 
capable of delivering conventional, chemical, or nuclear 
warheads. The Chinese sale of intermediate range ballistic 
missiles to Saudi Arabia lends added urgency to the need to 
establish a broader international regime controlling the 
dissemination of these systems. Short of this, we need a 
better understanding of China's attitude on this matter, which 
has the potential of undermining support for our relationship 
with Beijing. 



Under these circumstances, ve consider it desirable for you 
to write Foreign Minister Wu to veiterate our concern over 
China f s introduction of IRBM 1 s into the Middle East and to urge 
the prompt initiation of a more effective dialogue between us 
on controlling the transfer of missile technologies. This 
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issue is broader than the question of the Saudi missiles, on which 



In order to demonstrate the seriousness with which we view the 
Chinese sale of missiles to Saudi Arabia, we propose parallel 
demarches here by Mike Armacost and in Beijing by Win Lord to 
present your letter. Proposed talking points for those meetings 
are attached at Tab 2. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That you sign the attached letter at Tab 1 to Foreign 
Minister Wu. 

2. That you approve the talking points at Tab 2 for Mike and 
Win Lord to use with the Chinese when delivering your letter. 

Approve y Disapprove • 



Attachments: 

Tab 1 - Letter to PRC Foreign Minister Wu Xuegian 
Tab 2 - Proposed Talking Points 
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